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BOOK REVIEWS 

are taken from an earlier atlas of similar scope by E. V. Hofmann, but 
new illustrations have been added and the text is very largely new. In 
reality, we have before us a short German text-book of legal medicine, 
richly illustrated, and especially suitable for German conditions. The 
illustrations, however, are of such character and scope that the atlas will 
be of value to all who are interested in legal medicine wherever they 
may be. 

Chicago. Ludviq Hektoen. 

Medizin und Strafreoht, Ein Handbuch fur Juristen, Laien- 
eiohter und Arzte. By F. Strassmann, assisted by H. Hofmann, 
H. Marx and P. Fraenckel. Berlin: Verlag von Dr. P. Langen- 
schmidt, 1911, Pp. 564, with 153 illustrations. 

This is volume IX of the large "Encyklopadie der Modernen Krim- 
inalistik," and is notable for the thoroughness and comprehensiveness 
of its mode of treatment of the relations between medicine and penology. 
It is not a mere text-book of medical jurisprudence, such as we are 
familiar with. A perusal of this book affords a wide range of learning, 
experience and deductive logic to anyone engaged with the medical 
aspects of criminal procedure. It is a well-founded matter of reproach 
in a certain proportion of American cases of crimes of violence against 
the person, that the medical testimony against or in behalf of the suspect 
is insufficient or downright incompetent. Such is most commonly the 
case in the ordinary coroner's inquest. The examination of persons 
who may have died through self-inflicted injury or by the hands of others 
is often made in a haphazard, superficial manner, the verdict "suicide," 
or that of "murder" is frequently reached with little hesitation; 
autopsies are done in a most perfunctory way; and the records of the 
findings are assembled in a slovenly and unmethodical manner, totally 
inadequate to the ends of justice. 

Strassmann's work teems with reports of cases where the careful 
examination of the victim and the surroundings of the seat of crime 
revealed evidence of value in arriving at definite conclusions which were 
often quite unobvious at first sight. 

Written in German, the work naturally conforms with the par- 
ticulars of German law, but this fact does not materially affect the rela- 
tionship of the medical expert in his formulation of the purely scientific 
aspects of crime. Strassmann is very emphatic in pointing out the 
proper limits of a doctor's activities as a true medical expert — not in the 
role of prosecutor or defendant. At the same time, he pleads that greater 
latitude should be given the expert in the use of his judgment as to what 
is of scientific value in the elucidation of the medical features of a case 
for the layman's better understanding. 

The first chapter is an admirable epitome of the structure and 
function of the human body, including sections on pregnancy, birth, 
modes and signs of death, modes of identifying bodies and parts of 
bodies, the determination of spermia, blood-examination and identifica- 
tion of hair. 

Chapter II is a very full description of various forms of violent 
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death. Death by electricity is the only one omitted that the reviewer 
can ascertain; there are two cases of suicide on record, and deaths by 
industrial currents are increasing in importance in forensic medicine. 

Chapter III concerns forensic psychiatry and is a thoroughgoing 
treatise on the insanities and mental degeneracies in their relation to 
crime. The fourth chapter deals with sexual crimes, infanticide and 
abortion. An appendix of 38 pages by Dr. P. Fraenckel gives a com- 
prehensive account of the poisons and their effects as generally encoun- 
tered in criminal cases. A noteworthy part of this section deals quite 
thoroughly with cyanide of potassium. 

The illustrations throughout the book are exceptionally good and 
well selected, and each chapter is supplied with a bibliography; a good 
index closes the work. 

The volume can be heartily recommended to medical court experts 
and to jurists desirous of dealing intelligently with cases of criminal 
violence. 

Edw. Anthony Spitzka. 

Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

La Suggestione E La Sua Importanza Fella Vita Sociale. Di 
W. v. Bechterew, Professor di Psiciatria all Universita di Pietro- 
burgo. Versione Italiana del Dott. Carlo Euehl. Torino : Fratelli 
Bocca, Editori, 1909, pp. 236. 

Suggestion in psychology and psychopathy is a term which is often 
used, but which has no fixed meaning. Definitions and descriptions of 
it are varied and multitudinous, and analyses of the concept are diverse. 
The author of this book supplies a further definition and an analysis of 
the concept of suggestion which seem to come near the conclusions of 
Mark Baldwin in his "Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology." Pro- 
fessor Bechterew refers to Baldwin, but he seems to know him only 
through B. Sidis' "Psychologie der Suggestion." B. Sidis quotes from 
"Baldwin, Psychologie, Vol. II." Evidently this is not the same book 
as J. Mark Baldwin's "Dictionary" above mentioned. 

I dwell upon this fact because the claim of this volume to original 
contribution to our learning lies in great part upon the answer to the 
question: "Does the description here given of suggestion tally with 
that given in Baldwin's Dictionary?" Baldwin's is couched in abstract 
terms; Professor Bechterew's in more concrete and vivid language. 
Baldwin does not distinguish between the natural environment and the 
personal environment, and Professor Bechterew does. His great point 
is that suggestion is personal — from individual to individual. But it 
is the fact that the author impresses the far-reaching effects of personal 
influence by suggestion through many manifestations and activities of 
social life that makes this volume worthy of study. But the purpose of 
the author, so far as one can judge from the book itself, is to popularize 
the most advanced knowledge of the matter and to follow the applica- 
tions of the fundamental principles of suggestion out into the various 
activities of social life. The merit of the work lies in the masterly 
marshalling of facts, and the lucid restatement of important principles. 
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